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(54) PICTURE READER 

(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To take a countermeasure effective in preventing 
secular deterioration of a white reference plate, and in 
addition, to obtain a good corrected picture even if the white 
reference plate is stained and impaired by executing shading 
correction by using either averaged information or white 
reference information in accordance with the deterioration rate 

of the white reference information to the averaged ^ 

information. 

CONSTITUTION: A comparing part 3 1 compares the 
averaged information stored in a storage part 1 3 with the white 
reference information read by a reference reading part 1 1 , and 
calculates the deterioration rate of the white reference 
information to the averaged information. A selective circuit 32 
outputs one of the white reference information and the 
averaged information to a shading correction circuit 1 5 by 
selecting the above-mentioned white reference information in 
the case that the deterioration rate calculated by the comparing 
part 3 1 is within a predetermined prescribed value, and 
selecting the averaged information in the case that the 
deterioration rate exceeds the prescribed value. 
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